
NC Fathers is an organization of non-custodial mothers and fathers, grandparents, aunts and uncles, 
and other family members from every racial and cultural background, political party affiliation, 
socioeconomic status, and educational achievement.

Our group believes that the current family court system is harmful to children and encourages two 
parents to engage in activities that cause conflict, resentment, anger, violence, and parental alienation 
as both parents attempts to win a family court battle. We believe this cycle continues for the life of the 
minor child as one parents attempts to maintain the custodial parent role, or works to prevent the other 
parent from reversing custody. Our organization believes that the best interest of children is to have two 
empowered parents and extended families that work together to provide financial, emotional, 
psychological, physical, and spiritual support.

Under our current system of family law, one parent and extended family is marginalized to the role of 
visitors four days a month and ordered into federal government enforcement to support children while 
the other parent and extended family is socialized as the child's family. This dichotomy sets the stage 
for 18 years of family fighting which is having detrimental impacts on our children. If anyone believes 
that the current family court system works, we encourage you to look at the statistics involving teen 
pregnancy, substance abuse, sexual acting out, crime, suicide, violence, and other behaviors that have 
worsened in past decades since the culture of encouraged family breakdown has griped our state. Our 
organization believes that despite divorce and relationship breakdown, children of NC still have 
maternal and paternal families that love and support them.

NC Fathers believes that the State of North Carolina has become dependent on federal Title IV-D 
money received from collection of performance based child support collection and the only way to 
increase this federal money is if more and more parents and extended families have decreased visitation 
with their children for which they pay increased child support. We believe this dependency has 
occurred because the State of NC is providing incentives to dispose of one parent after divorce or 
family breakdown as the custodial parent seeks to get government supported financial assistance, 
educational assistance, housing assistance, job assistance, food assistance, tax incentives, daycare 
assistance, and other programs.

In short, we believe that the State of North Carolina NEEDS a huge amount of non-custodial families 
with decreased visitation with their children to exist so that the state can continue to get increased 
federal money that keeps these programs alive.

NC non-custodial families are not a tool by which the State of North Carolina can keep social services 
programs running which only benefits the custodial parent and child(ren).



Legislators, judges, lobbyist, and other special interest groups can continue to argue that these services 
would not need to exists if one parent was not absent and that custodial parents are forced into these 
programs to support their children.

Again, if you want to follow the historically taught narrative that absent parents are causing this, it 
seems like you would do everything possible to end that. Each and every day parents come into court to 
be active parents and judges are pushing them into court appointed visitors assuming that the custodial 
parent isn't allowed to move the children away.

Myths Surrounding Family Court Reform

• The custodial parent is a good parent, and the non-custodial parent is the bad parent.

This is false. Under our current system one parent has to be non-custodial and the other custodial 
regardless of parenting dynamics and this begins of process of parents attempting to excoriate the other 
parent so that they have a greater likelihood to win custody. If there was no win or lose system in the 
courts, there would be nothing to fight over. We believe this is the best way to get parents to mediate 
because under our current system there is every reason not to mediate and go to court in an effort to 
win control and the services provided to the “winning parent.”

• Shared parenting will increase domestic violence.

This is false. Does anyone believe that telling one parent that because of divorce he/she is going to 
become a visitor to a child, intermittently seeing the child if the other parent is allowed to move six 
states away, being put into a federal enforcement program, and having little impact on actual parentage 
except financially is decreasing violence? We believe it is actually increasing it. If someone is going to 
commit violence, he/she is going to do it regardless if they have one hour of visitation or fifteen days of 
visitation. There is no data that suggest we will kill our children or spouse if we have fifteen days a 
month visitation, but won't if we have four days a month.

• Shared parenting will cause conflict and decrease consistency for children.

This is false. Have you looked at the revolving door nature of our family courts lately? Do you not see 
conflict? Are parents not spending almost $50,000+ separately in the family courts fighting over 18 
years? Do we need to remind you again of the statistics on teen suicide, violence, sexual acting out, 
violence, depression/anxiety disorders, poor academic performance, and other attention seeking 
behaviors? 



• Non-custodial parents do not actually want equal parentage, they want to decrease their child 
support

This is false. As a once non-custodial parent who had four days a month visitation and a child support 
order of $350 who now has exactly 50% time with my children and no child support, I find that I spend 
considerable more money on my children than I did when I just had to pay $350.

• To bring about family law reform is to be against women's rights.

This is false. There is an increasing number of mothers who are non-custodial parents in our family 
court system. If the system is harmful to the non-custodial father/child relationship then it is also 
harmful to the non-custodial mother/child relationship as well. What about the numbers of women in 
non-custodial extended families who have great impacts on their step-children, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews, and step-siblings?

• A political issue.

Non-custodial families include both men and women. They include men and women in extended 
families and we come from every race and ethnicity. We are represented by democrats, republicans, 
independents, and libertarians. We come from every educational background and socioeconomic status.

• If shared parenting is realized, more abusers will have greater access to their children.

This is false. This concept provides that only non-custodial parents are child abusers. We will be more 
than happy to provide evidence that custodial parents who are found to be child abusers. This is a myth 
provided by lobby groups who represent custodial parents. We are not non-custodial parents because 
we are bad people and abusers, we are non-custodial simply because someone has to be under our 
current divisive system.

The Industries Surrounding The Family Courts

NC Fathers is concerned that many lobby groups, non-profits, organizations, and others have formed 
around two parents battling in the courts over eighteen years and they intend to maintain this 
environment to create more billable hours, drive money to their organizations, and build political 
power. Our children deserve better.



Suggested Areas For Family Law Reform

• That there be no less than 40% of non-discretionary direct parenting time given to either parent 
after a divorce or relationship breakdown unless there is an issue of domestic violence, child 
abuse, or substance abuse. However, the burden of proof for said problems should be evidenced 
based rather than preponderance of the evidence. If a parent is found to not be be a candidate 
for the 40% of non-discretionary direct access to his/her child, the courts should order treatment 
for any problems and after successful completion of any treatment the parent should receive 
his/her >40% direct parenting time.

• When two parents divorce, or there is a relationship breakdown, one parent usually leaves the 
relationship with the children and prevents access to the children by the other parent until there 
is a court order. It costs the parent who has the children exactly $0 to do this, but puts the 
burden on the alienated parent to come up with on average $5000+ to secure his/her basic 
parenting rights. We estimate that tens of thousands of parents, grandparents, step-parents, and 
other family members in NC are affected by this family court pay wall and never see their 
children again because of poverty.

• When a non-custodial does not pay child support, there is very swift enforcement of court 
orders that can result in jail time by federal law and the custodial parent gets free legal 
representation to remedy this. However, when visitation is obstructed by a custodial parent, a 
non-custodial family has to hire private lawyers to remedy this situation PER INCIDENT and 
we find that custodial parents are rarely found in contempt and ordered to pay for legal fees 
when they are found in contempt. Fix this.

• Remove all wording such as custodial parent/non-custodial parent from family law. It is 
denigrating for the non-custodial family and sets up the notion that one parent has more power 
or is somehow better than the other parent.

• When a parent and family is active in his/her child's life, stop the process of allowing the other 
parent to move the child hundreds of miles away. This really shouldn't need to be said but 
judges in North Carolina continue to allow it to happen quite consistently.

• When custodial parents get into financial trouble, they have access to eight federal and state 
assistance programs as a safety net. This includes housing assistance, medical assistance, job 
assistance, educational assistance, and food assistance. When non-custodial families lose jobs, 
have to care for a dying parent, get ill themselves, or have some other life event happen that 
results in catastrophe, you keep putting these parents in jail. Fix this. It seems to us you are 
handing custodial parents expanding ways to better themselves and empowering them to be 
better people while telling non-custodial parents you don't matter.

• When one parent is found to be alienating a child from another parent, provide for a very swift 
and punitive remedy for the malicious parent.



• Institute a program like Texas has where child support is not payed out in cash, but is rather put 
on a card that the recipient parent can only use on child related care.

• Remove all obstacles at social services agencies where non-custodial can not get services 
because they are not the custodial parent.

Conclusion

The current family law and child support enforcement process works great for parents who have the 
opportunity to be equal parents with equal time with their children and who refuse, or who refuse to 
receive treatment which will allow them to be nurturing parents and participate directly in their kid's 
lives. For these parents, strict enforcement and judicial oversight in when these parents see their 
children (if at all) is appropriate.

However, the current family law process is disastrous to children and families when a parent does want 
to nurture his/her children and participate in their kid's lives and are prevented because of a historically 
divisive family court system that takes the attitude that only one parent matters.

At the legislative level, there are lobby groups that have access to NC Representatives and Senators and 
help drive public policy. To date, every single party that is affected by the family court has access to 
legislative bodies and committees via lobbyist except for non-custodial families. Fix this.


